
NoRTH DIKoTA
STATE OF

Kelly

PROCLAMATION
CELIAC DISEASE AWARENESS MONTH

MAY 1-31, 2026

WHEREAS. celioc diseose is one of the world's most prevolent genetic outoimmune diseoses, offecting
on estimoted 3 million Americons, 60%to70%of whom ore undiognosed; ond

WHEREAS, celioc diseose couses the body to ottock its own smoll intestine, which con leod to mony
other devostoting heolth conditions, including concer; ond

W H E R EAS, celioc diseose results in extroordinory economic ond productivity costs to both the public ond
privote sectors from employee ond student obsenteeism to repeoted, inconclusive visits to heolth core
providers; ond

W H E R E A S, on overoge, it tokes four yeors to be correctly diognosed with celioc diseose; ond

WHEREAS, there is no medicotion or cure for celioc diseose - the only treotment is o lifelong, strict
gluten-free diet; ond

WHEREAS, studies show thot up to 50% ol
symptoms ond hove intestinol domoge, reveoling
ond

people on o gluten-free diet continue to experience
the ineffectiu"n""r, of the gluten-free diet os o treotment;

WH EREAS, oworeness ond educotion is needed to improve the quolity of life ond heolth of individuols
with celioc diseose ond increose support for biombdicol r""16or.h to develop diognostic tools,
life-improving treotments ond o cure for celioc diseose.

N OW, T H E R E FO R E, os Governor of the Stote of North Dokoto, I do hereby procloim

Moy 1-31,2026, CEtIAC DISEASE AWARENESS MONTH intheStoteof North Dokoto.

GOVERNOR

ATTEST

Michoel Howe
SECRETARY OF STATE
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