
STATE OF

NoRTH DIKoTA
PROCLAMATION

CHILDREN OF INCARCERATED PARENTS DAY
SEPTEMBER ]5, 2026

WH EREAS, more thon 5 million children live with o porent who hos been involved in the criminol iustice
system ot some point, ond opproximotely 1 in I 4 children hove o porent who is currently incorceroted; ond

WH EREAS, these children ore ot o higher risk of odverse childhood experiences, insecure ottochment,
sociol stigmo, unstoble fomily relotionslrips, physicol ond mentol heolth issues ond low educotionol
ottoinmenf ond

WHEREAS, contoct between incorceroted porents ond their children con help reduce these risk foctors
for the children ond reduces recidivism for the incorceroted porent; ond

WHEREAS, strong fomily support, including contoct with children, is o significont foctor in successful
reinteqrotion into soiciety ofter'releose, ond mointoining contoct with on incorceroted porent con help
mitigoie feelings of obon'donment, onxiety ond other negJtive emotions in children; ond

W H E R EAS, children who mointoin contoct with their incorceroted porents often exhibit better sociol skills,
emotionol regulotion ond fewer behoviorol problems; ond

WH EREAS, North Dokotons ore encouroged to help reduce risk foctors to both children ond porents
through educofion, promoting fomily contoct *hile incorceroted ond reducing sociol stigmo.

N OW, TH E R E FO R E, os Governor of the Stote of North Dokoto, I do hereby procloim
september 1 s' 2026' t n' 
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