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North Dakota Children’s Cabinet
Monday, August 10, 2026
9:00 am, Central Time
Microsoft Teams

Members in Attendance: 
· Lieutenant Governor Michelle Strinden
· Superintendent Levi Bachmeier
· Chief Justice Lisa McEvers
· Mr. Tim Eissinger on behalf of Commissioner Pat Traynor
· Senator Michelle Axtman
· Representative Jayme Davis
· Ms. Kimberly Jacobson
· Senator Kathy Hogan
· Mr. Shawn Huss
· Mr. Russ Riehl
· Ms. Veronica Zietz
 
Members Absent: 
· Ms. Daniell Breland
· Ms. Shanda Cool
· Representative Brandy Pyle
· Ms. Janell Regimbal

Other Attendees: 
· First Lady Kjersti Armstrong
· Mr. Jason Callahan
· Ms. Mary Christy
· Ms. Chelsea Flory
· Ms. Pritha Gopalan
· Ms. Madeline Kirchoffner
· Ms. Maria Neset
· Ms. Maureen Stover
· Ms. Teagan

Ms. Jacobson moved to approve the minutes from the North Dakota Children’s Cabinet July 21, 2026 meeting; Ms. Zietz seconded.  Motion approved.
Opening Remarks
Chair Axtman welcomed Children’s Cabinet members to our August retreat.

Summary of 1:1 Meetings
Brief review of vision and mission; values; strategic goals.  

One on One meetings were helpful to hear from the Children’s Cabinet members and capture their feedback as it relates to the work, where we want the Children’s Cabinet to go, and how we can continue to improve.  Culture before policy mentality.

Annual Report is in final stages and shared with the group.  Please let Ms. Neset know of any additional revisions.  Working on cohesive branding, professional consistency when talking / sharing / presenting about the Children’s Cabinet.

Road Show and Public Engagements
Discussion regarding engagements of the Children’s Cabinet and sharing of the work including at outside organization events and internally taking the work being done across the state to our eight regions.

October Roadshow intention to bring together a broad range of individuals and stakeholders and engage on the work being done, listen to local feedback, and share how the Children’s Cabinet is working to help empower our local leadership and provide coordinated state support.  

Early Childhood Subcommittee Breakout
The Hunt Institute brought together four individuals to discuss school readiness including parent engagement and MTSS.  The panel brought a deep understanding and background knowledge on the work the subcommittee is working on.  Discussion on assessments, data, and how we impact students before it becomes an issue.  A readiness check may not solve all of the issues but can help us see where there are gaps; advice to keep things simple.

Panel members included: Dr. Sean Brotherson, Extension Family Science Specialist and Professor at North Dakota State University; Dr. Douglas Fuchs, Research Professor in the Departments of Special Education, Psychology, and Human Development at Vanderbilt University; Dr. Kristen Missall, Professor and Chair, Special Education, School Psychology, and Measurement and Statistics at the University of Washington, and Dr. Kyle Snow, Vice President at RMC Research Corporation.

Youth with Complex Needs Subcommittee Breakout
Reviewed what they have done in the last year; definition of youth with complex needs and core values to set the stage for cross systems collaboration.  Placement for long-term care and maximus screening came up in all eight regional meetings (original ones); solutions can be complicated, but work is being done to set the stage to try.  

Discussion on creating a culture base to best encourage cross systems work; not competing but collaborating.  

Legislative Procedure and Roles
Discussion as to how / what the legislative procedures and roles for the Children’s Cabinet as we near the first legislative session when the Cabinet is under the Governor’s Office.  Question as to what rises to the level of the Children’s Cabinet becoming involved versus supporting lawmakers or agencies on issues that impact children’s services?

Importance of efficiently tracking bills / legislation; rethinking how / what we will meet on during session – more to inform or problem solve; understanding there may be issues that are not appropriate for the Children’s Cabinet to be involved in.  As a large group, we support the whole and trust those who are visible / vocal during session.  

Policy Considerations
Governance of governmental youth serving associations and committees under the Children’s Cabinet that also includes legislatively driven or publicly funded studies and looking at who would we want to require that they present / share with the Cabinet.  We want to be a funnel to help with issues.

Adoption of a universal school readiness check that would help enable more data for kindergarten readiness; simpler is better and level sets expectations. 

Regional children’s coordinating councils.  There is a historical report provided in annual report appendices and after having regional meetings, believe this would be beneficial and wanted.  Would look at some guidelines as far as who would be included, minimum number of meetings, and having minutes submitted to the Children’s Cabinet.    

DD bed registry idea came from one of the regional working groups dealing with bed management.  It’s been close to seven years since bed count was being sent out to zones and the idea is that this could be one system to improve efficiencies and help our zones across the state.

School psychologists aren’t licensed and is creating additional steps / needs that could be more efficient.  Discussion on broadening the licensing standard with the intention of removing duplicative work and encouraging collaboration.

Level D Setting Discussion
Explorer Academy in Fargo serves the Fargo/West Fargo region, but the Level D need is great across the state for similar services.  Explorer Academy has engaged other systems, and this should be a core value for any Level D facilities.  Not just a school program, it’s a community program.  Discussion on if / how can we replicate this across all eight regions that ensures equity in access – help to stabilize, treat, counsel, and address underlying trauma so that the child is able to learn.  

Williston is opening up a Level D program and wants this to provide appropriate services for the appropriate youth population.  Additional discussion on integrating Behavioral Health/mental health in schools; Simile has a guide that schools can use a replicate.  

Update with Supt. Bachmeier
Supt. Bachmeier shared an update regarding a poll NDDPI conducted with the intention of establishing a statewide vision for preK-12 education.  It brought stakeholders together from GNDC, tribal colleges, university systems, etc. and set foundational principles and what ND wants from their education system.  

They also conducted a screen survey and received more than 4,000 responses which speaks to the level of interest.  There is an opportunity for some legislative discussions; how do we balance the importance of exposing our students to technology without it being too much or too little - important for students to know how to use it responsibly.  

Future State and Priorities
Develop a strategic plan for 0-8 (includes implementation of school readiness, if passed by legislature).  

Continuation of youth with complex needs work.  

Data governance, SLDS – strategy and vision.  

Integrate lived experience.  

Discussion on considering adding technology use after hearing Supt. Bachmeier give his update.

Closing remarks
· Next meeting – Tuesday, September 15, 2026 from 3:45 – 5 pm
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