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North Dakota Children’s Cabinet – Early Childhood Subcommittee
Wednesday, August 12, 2026
3:30 pm, Central Time
Microsoft Teams

Members in Attendance:
· Lieutenant Governor Michelle Strinden
· Mr. Tim Eissinger on behalf of Commissioner Pat Traynor, North Dakota Department of Health and Human Services 
· Representative Jayme Davis
· Ms. Keely Ihry, South East Education Cooperative

Members Absent:
· Senator Michelle Axtman
· Superintendent Levi Bachmeier, North Dakota Department of Public Instruction
· Ms. Kim Jacobson, Agassiz Valley HSZ Director
· Ms. Amanda Peterson 
· Representative Brandy Pyle

Other Attendees:
· Ms. Missi Baranko
· Ms. Pritha Gopalan, The Hunt Institute
· Ms. Mary Christy
· Ms. Kay Larson
· Ms. Allison Mahoney
· Ms. Maria Neset
· Ms. Julie Ritter
· Ms. Shonda Wild

Ms. Ihry moved to approve the minutes from the North Dakota Children’s Cabinet Early Childhood Subcommittee meeting on July 21, 2026.   Representative Davis seconded.  Motion approved.  

Children’s Cabinet Retreat Share Out and Next Steps
Review of Children’s Cabinet in-person retreat.  The Hunt Institute invited a panel of four experts to provide more information on school readiness through their respective early childhood dimensions (inventory, MTSS across K-12 and early years, and parent education) and research / work during subcommittee breakouts.  Will be getting deeper into the policy priorities as we move forward as the Children’s Cabinet begins to think about policy ahead of the upcoming legislative session.  A recording of the panel can be found here: Early Childhood Panel - Teams Link-20260810_100932-Meeting Recording.mp4.

Reflection on how far the Children’s Cabinet and subcommittees have come in the last year.  We’ve made incredible progress in working to understand the early childhood landscape and focusing on the future.  The report will help us as we look at potential legislation and additional discussion took place at the retreat as to the scope of the Children’s Cabinet.  

As our initial working with The Hunt Institute is wrapping up, the work doesn’t and won’t stop.  One of the places there is strong intent, and need, is that elementary teachers and early childhood educators see readiness at different levels / there’s a gap through the data that we need to keep in mind as we look towards solutions.  NDDPI looking at this, and the inventory from The Hunt Institute’s work, helps to address / answer this; identifying potential partners to help us get where we want to go.

Gearing up for Kindergarten may also be another natural first step to where children are, what they need, and how we can get them to the next step.

Subcommittee Check In and Adjourn
· Next Meeting: Wednesday, September 9th from 2 – 3 pm – will be rescheduled due to Children’s Cabinet presenting an update at the Human Services Committee
· October – Children’s Cabinet Road Show
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