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North Dakota Children’s Cabinet
Tuesday, September 15, 2026
4:00 pm, Central Time
Microsoft Teams

Members in Attendance: 
· Lieutenant Governor Michelle Strinden
· Chief Justice Lisa McEvers
· Ms. Amanda Peterson on behalf of NDDPI Superintendent Levi Bachmeier
· NDHHS Commissioner Conner Swanson
· Ms. Shanda Cool
· Representative Jayme Davis
· Senator Kathy Hogan
· Representative Brandy Pyle
· Ms. Janell Regimbal
· Ms. Veronica Zietz
 
Members Absent: 
· Senator Michelle Axtman
· Ms. Daniell Breland
· Ms. Kimberly Jacobson
· Mr. Shawn Huss
· Mr. Russ Riehl

Other Attendees: 
· First Lady Kjersti Armstrong
· Mr. Jason Callahan
· Ms. Mary Christy
· Ms. Cathy Ferderer
· Ms. Maria Neset

Ms. Zietz motioned to approve agenda with addition of an update from Representative Pyle and the Statewide Longitudinal Data System Study; Ms. Regimbal seconded.  Motion approved.

State Longitudinal Data System Study - Early Elementary Factor Study 8-2026.pdf

State Longitudinal Data System – Early Elementary Factor Study (SLDS) report from August showing success rates of students based on free and reduced lunches and includes a good amount of data that helps give a look at where the needs and gaps are.

From the report, one outcome that could move the needle is improved school attendance, which is what both subcommittees have also been discussing.

Early Childhood Subcommittee Share Out
Finished up first scope of work with The Hunt Institute and looking at developing scope of work for phase 2 in the development of the readiness check and engaging our partners and stakeholders.

Looking ahead to the 2027-2029 session, will be discussing what potential policy may look like as it relates to screeners, Best in Class / Gearing Up For Kindergarten / school readiness, what does this look like in practice, how do we set up our educators for success in these areas.

Next meeting, Wednesday, October 14th from 2 – 3 pm

Rep. Pyle moved to approve the minutes from the North Dakota Children’s Cabinet August 10, 2026 retreat/meeting; Chief Justice McEvers seconded.  Motion approved.

Youth with Complex Needs Subcommittee Share Out
Deep Dive Meeting Updates.  Started the second round of deep dive meetings – have held Bismarck, Williston, Dickinson, and Fargo.  Breaking the larger group out into smaller groups (behavioral health, child welfare, schools, etc.) to discuss areas where things can be improved in their individual system.  Then as a group, they come together to select the top 3 regional priorities.  Each region is different and giving us a look at what they’re facing and what they believe can be improved.

There has been real momentum and we are seeing individual, complex cases being resolved with appropriate placement.  Regions / systems are beginning to staff cases in a different way.  

Last four deep dive meetings are: Devils Lake on Sept 18. Grand Forks on Sept. 25. Minot on Oct. 1.  Jamestown on Sept. 28.  Children’s Cabinet members are welcome to attend if interested.

Next meeting, Friday, October 9th from 8 – 9:30 am

Children’s Cabinet Road Show
The Road Show is Lt. Governor Strinden, Mr. Callahan, Ms. Neset, Senator Hogan going on the road and sharing the “why” of the Children’s Cabinet and work being done.

Inviting legislators, school superintendents, human service zone directors, school board presidents, REA directors, special education directors, behavioral health; hoping to build up more judicial partners (juvenile court, juvenile services), protection and advocacy and extend the invitation their way.

Schedule for the road show includes:
· Friday, October 2 – Fargo, West Fargo, Wahpeton 
· Monday, October 5 – Bismarck, Dickinson 
· Tuesday, October 6 – Williston, Minot, Rugby 
· Wednesday, October 7 – Devils Lake, Grand Forks 
· Thursday, October 8 – Jamestown  

We are working on date / time to visit with Tribal partners 

Closing remarks
· Next meeting – Tuesday, October 20, 2026 from 3:45 – 5 pm 
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Be Legendary.




