
WHEREAS, oll North Dokotons ore encouroged to
ortificiol light ot night to protect migrotory birds os they
ond enjoy the beouty of the nighttime sky.

STATE OF

porticipote in Dork Sky Week by voluntorily reducing levels of
fly over our region, os well os conserve energy use ond observe

NoRTH DIKoTA
PROCLAMATION

DARK SKY WEEK
APRTL 13-20, 2026

WHEREAS, the oesthetic beouty qnd wonder of o noturol night sky is o shored common focus of oll humonkind,

however, 90% ol the world's populotion, including mony in North Dokoto, live under o dome of excessive ortificiol lighting

ot night thot disrupts noturol dorkness; ond

WHEREAS, light pollution hos scientificolly llnked consequences to humon heolth including disruption of circodion
rhythms ond doy/night cycles, increosed rqtes of concer, heort diseose, obesity, diobetes, moculor degenerotion, sleep

ond eoting disorders ond mentol heolth issues such os bipolor diseose ond dementio; ond

WH EREAS, light pollution represents o woste of nqturol resources, wilh o2022 Deportment of Energy report stoting thot

over $3.4 billion could be soved onnuolly if smort ond sustoinoble lighting systems were instolled ocross 75% ol the

country; ond

WHEREAS, North Dokoto relies economicolly on o robust ogriculturol sector, but studies hove shown high risks from

ortificiol light ot night to pollinotor species such os honeybees qnd moths thot provide vitol services to ogriculturol products,

ond thot soybeons ond other crops ore sensitive io exposure to light pollution; ond

WHEREAS, North Dokoto is locoted olong the Centrol Flywoy ond on ihe border of the Mississippi Flywoy, where
opproximotely 4OO to 450 million birds migrole through North Dokoto in the spring ond foll seqsons, with os mony os 35

million birds in tlight on peok nights. Over holf of North Americo's breeding birds ore migrotory, with more thon B0%

migroting ot night, ond during migrotion, lights con couse birds to collide with windows or wolls, cousing iniury, exhoustion,

confusion or deoth;

NOW, TH EREFORE, os Governor of the Stote of North Dokoto, I do hereby rocl m

April 13-20,2026, DARK SKY WEEK inthe of
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Michoel Howe
SECRETARY OF STATE
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