STATE OF

NORTH DAKOTA

—— PROCLAMATION —/

FAMILY UNIFICATION MONTH
JUNE 2026

WHEREAS, we celebrate not just the families who have been able to reunify, but also the importance of
preventing removals and separations whenever possible and keeping families together through advocacy,
support and services; and

WHEREAS, celebrating family unification means honoring parents and their communities of support who
fight tirelessly every day to keep families together; and

WHEREAS, reunification occurs after children have been placed out of the home. Relatives and kinship
support such as neighbors, friends and teachers help provide stability each day to children in our
communities; and

WHEREAS, there is an ongoing need fo engage family and kinship caregivers immediately to maintain
family connections and cultural traditions, to minimize the trauma of family separation, and relieve anxieties
that come with traditional foster placements; and

WHEREAS, the child welfare system has a commitment to children, their parents, relatives, foster care
providers and community service providers who work together to provide children with the services and
support they need; and

WHEREAS, the state of North Dakota promotes safe reunification and remaining engaged with children
and parents’ post-reunification as ongoing support for reunified families; and

WHEREAS, this annual observance celebrates the strength and resilience of families, communities and
advocates working to keep families together. It's not just about reunification; it is about preventing
separation and creating systems that support families from the start. Together, we, as North Dakotans, can

build a future where every family is safe, supported and whole.
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