
STATE OF

NORTH DAKOTA
PROCLAMATION

NORTH DAKOTA POETRY DAY
ocToBER 16,2026

WH EREAS, North Dokoto hos o rich literory trodition from the mony groups of people, both notive ond
immigront, who hove mode it their home. Hoving o speciol time set oside to study North Dokoto ond regionol
poets in schools is on importont supplement to notionol curriculums which moy only study fomous or
commerciolly successful poets; ond

W H E R EAS, poetry is one of the most personol ort forms, ollowing people to find ond express their unique

voice ond viewpoint. Poetry sporks imoginotion ond creotivity; it con help us understond ond process complex
feelings, both our own ond those of others; ond

W H E R E A S, poetry is the development of emotionol intelligence. The creotion ond study of poetry provides
o powerful meons of expressing ond exploring emotions, both our own ond those of others. lt ollows us to

connect with our shored humon experiences ot o deeper, more empothetic level; ond

W H E R E A S, poetry demonds close ottention to the sounds, rhythms ond structure of longuoge; it encouroges
us to slow down ond sovor eoch component, fostering o heightened sense of presence which is the gotewoy
to o more deeply experienced explorotion of the world; ond

W H E R EAS, the poetry of o culture reflects its volues, history ond worldview. Studying poetry con provide

insights into different cultures ond perspectives, both notive ond immigront. lt con olso help us understond our
own culturol heritoge ond identity; this con leod to more meoningful ond productive discussions even when

deoling with sensitive topics.

NOW, TH EREFORE, os Governorof the Stote of North Dokoto, ldo hereby procloim

OCTOBER 16,2Q26, NORTH DAKOTA POETRY DAY inthestoteof North Dokoto

Kelly Arm ng
GOVERNOR

Michoel Howe
SECRETARY OF STATE
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