
STATE OF

NoRTH DIKoTA

WH EREAS, the designotion of April os Second Chonce Month is intended to increose public oworeness
obout the need for clofure for those who hove poid their debt, ond promote opportunities for individuols,
employers, congregotions ond communities to extend second chonces.

N OW, T H E R E F O R E, os Governor of the Stote of North Dokoto, I do hereby procloim

April2026, SECON D CHANCE MONTH in the Stote of North Dokoto.

PROCLAMATION
SECOND CHANCE MONTH

APRIL 2026

WHEREAS, every person is endowed with humon dignity ond volue, ond redemption ond second
chonces ore Americon volues; ond

WHEREAS, on estimoted 80 million Americons hove o criminol record, with opproximotely 2,200
individuols incorceroted in stote ond controct focilities ond more Ihon 7,200 individuols on community
supervision with the North Dokoto Deportment of Corrections ond Rehobilitotion; ond

W H E R E A S, the Council of Stote Governments reports thot the number of legol colloterol consequences of
o criminol conviction exceeds 44,000, including 544 specific to North Dokoto; ond

WH EREAS, these borriers con contribute to recidivism, which increoses victimizotion ond decreoses
public sofety; ond
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GOVERNOR
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Michoel Howe
SECRETARY OF STATE


