
STATE OF

NoRTH DIKoTA

WH E R EAS, sexuol violence is o brood term thot includes oll unwonted sexuol contoct, including both physicol
ond non-physicol, ond is o serious issue thot offects communities ond citizens ocross North Dokoto; ond

WHEREAS, notionol doto shows thot I in 5 women ond neorly I in 14 men hove experienced
sexuol violente involvinq physicol contoct durinq their lifetime, ond I in' I O children will experience physicol
contoct sexuol obuse be-fore'oge 1 8, often resu-lting in long-term effects thot con impoct individuols, fomilies,
communities ond society ot lorge; ond

WHEREAS, in North Dokoto in 2024, 
,l,363 

primory victims ond 231 secondory victims of sexuol ossoult
were served by 17 domestic ond sexuol violence victim odvococy centers, with ot leost 226 primory victims
under the oge 6f 1 8 yeors old ot the time of the ossoull ond

WHEREAS, stote, locol ond tribol governments, victim service providers, criminol iustice officiols, schools ond
concerned ciiizens ocross the stotJ ore working to improve 

'policies ond prociices thot promote heolthy
relotionships, respect ond consent, ond to educote-persons on how to intervene io stop hormful sexuol behovior;
ond

WHEREAS, there is compelling evidence thot sexuol horossment, obuse ond ossoult con be successfully
reduced through o voriety of prevention strotegies which includes increosing oworeness, supporting victims ond
holding offenders occountoble; ond

WH E R EAS, prevention is possible ond simple octs con moke o difference; North Dokotons ore encouroged to
hove informed conversotioni ond chollenge sociol norms thot enoble sexuol obuse, obuse ond horossmentl ond

PROCLAMATION
SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS & PREVENTION MONTH

APRIL 2026

WHEREAS. Aoril is notionollv recoonized os Sexuol AssoultAworeness Month ond is intended to remember
the victims of se^uol ossoult, ielebro"te the survivors ond bring us together to identify ond eliminote sexuol
violence in our stote.

N OW, TH E R E FO R E, os Governor of the Stote of North Dokoto, I do hereby procloim

April2026,5EXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS & PREVENTION MONTH inthe
Stote of North Dokoto.

slrong
GOVERNOR

ATTEST

Michoel Howe
SECRETARY OF STATE
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