The recommendations intentionally balance:
· Alignment to the Children’s Cabinet vision of thriving

· Policy relevance and actionability

· Data availability, quality, and nimbleness

· Strength-based framing across the 0–21 continuum


[bookmark: _htissjmef55v]High-Level Summary of Stakeholder Feedback
Strong Consensus
· The five-domain framework and ages 0–21 lens are appropriate and well understood.

· The scorecard should inform policy, funding, accountability, and public transparency.

· State-level data is an appropriate starting point, with transparency about limitations.

· Indicators should emphasize early intervention, belonging/connectedness, and prevention, not just crisis or deficit metrics.

Key Tensions Identified
· Some traditional indicators (postsecondary enrollment, unemployment rate, infant mortality) are too narrow or blunt when used alone.

· Data standardization and interagency silos limit the ability to fully represent child well-being.

· Stakeholders want outcomes that reflect thriving, not just compliance or participation.

Cross-Cutting Themes
· Early literacy and early intervention matter most.

· Chronic absenteeism and disengagement are symptoms of deeper family and community challenges.

· Mental health access, not just prevalence, is critical.

· Children thrive when adults thrive (two-generation approach).

· Belonging, caring adults, and engagement are central to resilience.


[bookmark: _ykqymc6sxf92]Recommended Priority Indicators by Domain
[bookmark: _u8dzh88pji85]1. Education
[bookmark: _xje0hdlh0gpg]Priority Indicators (Top 3–5)
1. Kindergarten Entry Developmental Readiness
 Reframed beyond academics to include social-emotional and motor skills

· Strongest early predictor of later success

· High stakeholder emphasis, especially rural gaps

2. 3rd Grade Literacy / Reading Proficiency

· Strong legislative and practitioner support

· Requires clear definition and business rules due to recent assessment changes

3. Choice-Ready Graduates (Overall)

· Retained as a policy anchor indicator

· Explicitly framed as readiness for multiple post-high school pathways

4. Post–High School Outcomes by Pathway (composite)

· Postsecondary education

· Workforce/employment

· Military service

· Credentials/apprenticeships

[bookmark: _28cnlu5ufqik]Supplemental / Secondary Indicators
· Student engagement (survey-based)

· Student mobility / transiency

· Students living with someone other than a parent

· Dropout rate (contextual)

· Extracurricular / out-of-school participation (broadened definition)


[bookmark: _vmsqeteo3a9c]2. Economic Stability
[bookmark: _y6iozb26zgot]Priority Indicators (Top 3–5)
1. Children Living in Poverty (0–17)

· Widely supported as the most meaningful economic indicator

2. Homeless Youth

· Retained with clearer business rules and reporting caveats

3. Opportunity Youth (Disconnected Youth)

· High interest across sectors

· Recognized data gap but important to elevate

4. Family Economic Stability

· Composite or proxy indicator acknowledging household-level conditions

[bookmark: _4y0uekn73yxf]Supplemental / Secondary Indicators
· Parent unemployment (with context about single-earner households)

· Food insecurity (e.g., ALICE framework)

· Foster care placement counts

· CPS reports (with strong data caveats)


[bookmark: _8fp2iay7eqar]3. Health & Safety
[bookmark: _y50n5uqmv8qc]Priority Indicators (Top 3–5)
1. Access to School-Based Behavioral Health Services

· Strong alignment with prevention and access

· More actionable than prevalence alone

2. Youth Mental Health (Need + Access)

· Combined framing:

· Mental health needs (YRBS or similar)

· Access to treatment/supports

3. Screen Time / Healthy Technology Use

· Emphasize balance and age-appropriate use

· Strong interest across education and health sectors

4. School Discipline (Standardized)

· Retain as a policy signal indicator

· Requires statewide standardization and transparency

5. Well-Child / Preventive Care Access

· Vaccinations, screenings, wellness visits

[bookmark: _gc9ypgde97lj]Supplemental / Secondary Indicators
· ACEs prevalence (if feasible and ethically framed)

· Youth probation / juvenile justice involvement (with caution)

· Substance use (vaping, tobacco, risky behaviors)

· Chronic disease prevalence in youth
· Potential Youth with Complex Needs…reinforces work of 1556


[bookmark: _x6vrx0bd7zre]4. Family & Community
[bookmark: _lau8hbgmfgb2]Priority Indicators (Top 3–5)
1. Chronic Absenteeism

· Strong consensus this belongs here

· Key symptom of disengagement and instability

2. Family Economic Stability

· Reinforces two-generation framing

3. Access to Quality Early Childhood (Family Context)

· Bridges early years and family systems

4. Out-of-School Engagement / Activities

· Broadened beyond “extracurriculars” to include community involvement

5. Students Living with Non-Parent Caregivers

· Repeatedly raised as a key contextual factor
      6. School Connectedness / Caring Adult

· “Every student has at least one trusted adult”

Repeatedly cited as foundational to engagement and persistence

[bookmark: _v02wf8rgun7x]Supplemental / Secondary Indicators
· Parent participation in parenting education

· Kinship care

· Community/civic engagement

· CPS involvement (contextual)


[bookmark: _o4bghlvwtp33]5. The Early Years
[bookmark: _4gzsr51p241e]Priority Indicators (Top 3–5)
1. Access to Early Intervention Screening (Birth–3)

· Strong consensus this is a critical gap

· Highly actionable and prevention-oriented

2. Quality Early Childhood Education (Bright & Early)

· Retain with transparency about validity and limitations

3. Child Care Availability & Capacity

· Provider access, not just count

4. WIC Participation

· Proxy for maternal and infant support

5. Prenatal Care / Maternal Health Access

· Supports “4th trimester” and two-generation framing

[bookmark: _5xhdnj4b9i5w]Supplemental / Secondary Indicators
· Infant mortality (with disaggregation or narrative context)

· Maternal mental health

· Early childhood expulsion (especially for children with disabilities)

