
STAT E O F

NoRTH DIKoTA

WHEREAS, the men who ore now known os fhe Four Chop/oins - Clork V. Poling,
Goode, John P. Woshington ond George L. Fox - will be remembered ond exolted fo
socrifice of their lives in th"e eorly down of-Februory 3, 1 943; ond

WH EREAS, on the morning of Februory 3, 1943, the USAT Dorchester wos hit by on incoming torpedo
destroying the electric supply ond releosing suffocoting clouds of steom ond ommonio gos. As the soldiers
ponicfedi the Choploins tdlrlv led confJsed men t5 the ship's life iockets ond poised them out with
boot-drill precision. When he diicovered thot the life iockets hod oll been cloimed, the Choploins gove their
own life iockets to four young Gl's left without. Tweniy-five minutes loter the USAT Dorchester sonk with the
Choploins still stonding on the slonting deck, their orms linked in proyer; ond

WHEREAS, oll North Dokotons ore encouroged to commemorote the courogeous heroism of these men
80 yeors ogo with oppropriote observonces within their community, churches ond homes.

PROCLAMATION
FOUR CHAPLAINS SUNDAY

FEBRUARY ], 2026

WH EREAS, Americon history obounds with dromotic norrotives of the heroism of men ond women who
hove risked or given their lives os defenders of our country; ond

WH EREAS, os mony memoriol stones ond scrolls beorthe nomes of Americo's heroic sons ond
doughters, so should ihe nomes of four clergymen who lost their lives during World Wor ll on the USAT
DorChester be honored in such o woy; ond

Alexonder D.
r the voluntory

N OW, T H E R E F O R E. os Governor of the Stote of North Dokoto, I do hereby procloim

Februory 1,2026, FOUR CHAPtAINS SUNDAY intheStoteof North Dokoto.

GOVERNOR

ATTEST

Michoel Howe
SECRETARY OF STATE
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